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former  BYU  Indian  student  gets 


3t0\^ME  R0EjE 


"In  the  early  1900's,  a  small 
band  of  California  Indians  of  the 
Yahi  tribe  resisted  the  fate  that 
had  all  but  wiped  out  their 
people— violent  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  invading  white  man. 
Throughout  their  ordeal  and  their 
final  realization  that  they  could 
survive  only  by  becoming  a  hidden 
people,  this  tiny  group  held  to  the 
gentle  moral  and  religious  code  of 
their  ancestors.  In  time,  one  by  one 
the  tribe  died,  until  there  remained 
a  single  survivor— the  man  who  be¬ 
came  known  as  Ishi."  (Publisher’s 
note— Bantam  Books) 


JOE,  HAD  YOU  EVER  CON¬ 
SIDERED  ACTING  AS  A  PRO¬ 
FESSION? 

“I  never  thought  of  acting.  The 
only  thing  I  ever  really  wanted  to 
do,  two  things  really— to  play  in 
some  kind  of  athletics,  or  become 
a  doctor.  Since  I  was  so  small  and 
since  they  were  willing  to  pay  for 
school  I  was  going  to  become  a 


“Producer  Looks  for  Actors” 

WHY  DID  MR.  MILLER 
COME  LOOKING  FOR  ISHI  AT 


Returned  Missionary 

Joseph  Garcia,  a  22  year  old 
Santo  Domingo  Pueblo  from  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM,  and  a  returned  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  Mexico-Hermosillo 
Mission  for  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  is 
leaving  B.Y.U.  his  Freshman  year 
for  another  rewarding  educational 

Robert  Miller,  a  director  con¬ 
tracted  by  NBC  for  “Ishi”— a  3  hr. 
long  special  to  open  their  Fall 
1978  Season,  has  just  announced 
Joseph  Garcia  as  his  choice  to 
play  the  youthful  Ishi  of  the  novel 
classic  ISH-LAST  OF  HIS  TRIBE 
By  Theodora  Kroeber. 

Familiar  names  to  Eagle’s  Eye 
readers  will  appear  with  Joe.  They 
are  Dennis  Weaver  of  “McCloud”, 
who  plays  the  professor  Ishi  tells 
his  story  to,  and  the  talented  Ar- 
liene  Nofchissey  Williams,  co¬ 
writer  of  “Go  My  Son”,  and  re¬ 
cording  artist  of  ‘Proud  Earth’.  Ar- 
liene  will  play  “Wakara”  (Full 
Moon),  Ishi’s  mother. 

(The  following  dialogue  is  from 
an  interview  held  with  Joe.) 


“Since  this  is  a  film  which  re¬ 
quires  mostly  Indian  actors  and 
actresses,  and  since  NBC  re¬ 
quested  it  to  be  as  authentic  as 
they  could  get  it,  he  went  to 
boarding  schools  all  across  the  na¬ 
tion  looking  for  Indians.  He  came 
to  BYU  after  going  to  Brigham 
City,  Oklahoma,  Nevada,  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  Dakotas,  New  Mexico, 
and  into  Arizona.  One  place  that 
really  stood  out  in  his  mind  was 
Brigham  Young  University.  He  had 
heard  of  BYU.  Considering  the 
large  enrollment  of  Indian  stu¬ 
dents  here  he  took  a  shot  at  that 
and  flew  out  here.” 

HOW  DID  MR.  MILLER 
HANDLE  AUDITIONS,  AND 
WHAT  WAS  YOUR  EXPE¬ 
RIENCE  WITH  HIM? 

“He  had  a  lot  of  kids  read 
scripts  to  check  their  voice  and 
‘feel’  of  the  character.  He  came 
right  to  the  point— he  knew  what 
he  wanted.  If  they  didn’t  have 
that  ‘look’  he  told  them  to  leave. 
He  scared  me  at  first.  There’s  this 
girl,  who  I  thought  if  anybody 
could  get  a  part  it’d  be  her.  But 


as  I  walked  in  he  turned  her  down 
cold.” 

“I  wasn’t  sure  I  wanted  to  go 
through  with  it,  but  I  thought  I 
better  do  the  best  I  could.  I  read 
the  script  the  way  I  thought  it 
should  be,  and  he  liked  it.  Then 
he  took  a  look  at  me  without  my 
shirt  on  and  told  me  to  ‘tone  up’ 
(sigh!).” 

YOU  HAD  TO  GO  TO  CALI 
FORNIA  FOR  MORE  SCREEN 
TESTS  BEFORE  THEY  GAVE 
YOU  THE  PART.  WHAT  HAP¬ 
PENED  WHILE  YOU  WERE 
THERE,  AND  WHAT  WERE 
YOUR  IMPRESSIONS? 

“It  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
been  to  California  in  my  whole 
life.  I  always  thought  of  California 
as  the  place  where  all  the  movie 
stars  lived  and  I  thought  if  I 
would  ever  go  there  it  would  be 
interesting  if  I  could  see  or  even 
catch  a  glimpse  of  what  they  look 
like.  But  this  was  a  whole  differ¬ 
ent  situation.  Everything  was  hap¬ 
pening  so  fast.  I  asked  myself,  ‘Am 
I  going  to  California???  I’m  not 
going  to  California  to  see  Dis¬ 
neyland  . .  .  I’m  going  to  Califor¬ 
nia  to  ‘maybe’  become  a  movie 
star.  That  alone  scared  me. 

“While  I  was  there  they  had  me 
stay  in  a  hotel.  They  took  care  of 
everything— food,  airplane  ticket, 
transportation  in  and  around  the 
city— everything!  They  spent  quite 
a  bit,  and  they  didn’t  want  to 

ber  a  moment  when  we  were  left 


In  Hollywood 

“They  took  me  straight  to  his 
offices  in  Hollywood.  They  sat  me 
down  and  explained  a  lot  of 
things.  The  producers  came  in  to 
look  at  me  to  see  how  well  I 
might  fit  into  the  part.  They  told 
me  about  growing  my  hair,  chang¬ 
ing  my  name,  and  different  things 
that  I  would  have  to  do. 

CHANGE  YOUR  NAME? 

“Garcia  doesn’t  sound  ‘authen¬ 
tic’  enough.  They  were  talking 
about  changing  it  to  something 
like  Joseph  Running  Fox— ‘J.R. 
Fox’  (grin)  But  I  don’t  know  how 

“Then  they  had  different  actors 
come  in  to  see  how  we  would  look 
together.  See,  the  part  I  play  picks 
Ishi  up  at  age  20.  The  little  Ishi 
(10-14)  and  I  have  got  to  resemble 
each  other,  and  the  guy  who  plays 
Ishi  from  20-35  has  got  to  look 
like  me.  We’ve  got  to  have  the 
same  voices,  humor,  etc.  that  Ishi 
would  have. 


“Loving,  Gentle,  Dignified” 

THE  N.Y.  TIMES  DE¬ 
SCRIBED  ISHI  AS  “A  BRAVE 
BOY,  A  LOYAL  SON,  A  PROUD 
MAN;  AND,  ABOVE  ALL,  A 
LOVING,  GENTLE,  DIGNI¬ 
FIED  INDIVIDUAL.”  HOW 
WOULD  YOU  DESCRIBE  HIM, 


“Ishi’s  a  very  gentle  person- 
sensitive.  It  calls  for  that  and 
there  may  be  a  reason  behind  it, 
because  a  lot  of  people  think  In¬ 
dians  are  hard,  dumb,  stupid.  This 
shows  the  Indian  being  a  person. 


“He’s  gentle,  has  a  lot  of  faith— 
believes!  And,  he  can  cope  with  a 
lot  of  situations. 

“He  feels  anger  and  hatred  for 
the  white  people  because  of  what 
they’ve  done,  and  as  far  as  I  can 
tell  from  the  script  he  hasn’t  any 
intention  of  trying  to  get  along 
with  them.  But  he  finally  does  in 
the  end  which  tells  you  that  he’s 
gentle  enough  to  cope  with  ‘what¬ 
ever’  kind  of  people  because  he  fi¬ 
nally  went  into  the  city,  worked 
in  a  museum,  and  taught  the 
white  people  of  his  ways.” 

“Several  of  the  actresses  helped 
quite  a  bit  bringing  certain  char¬ 
acteristics  out  of  me  like  gentle¬ 
ness,  meanness,  being  bold,  anger 
. . .  The  final  actress  they  put  me 
with  had  been  acting  for  seven 
years.  Through  her  acting  all  the 
things  they  had  been  trying  to 
help  me  feel  all  came  out.” 

(The  scene  Joe  is  talking  about 
is  the  tender  moment  with  Lushi, 
Tushi  in  the  novel,  Ishi’s  first 
cousin.  They  had  grown  up  to¬ 
gether  and  were  in  love  with  each 
other,  but  because  they  are  first 
cousins  they  can’t  do  anything. 
The  tribe  diminishes  to  the  point 
that  if  the  Yahi  bloodline  were  to 
continue  it  would  have  to  be  by 
Ishi  and  Lushi,  but  then  that 
would  be  against  the  Yahi  way.  It 
is  the  first,  and  tragically,  the  last 
time  •  they  express  their  affection 
to  one  another.) 

“I  got  the  Part” 

“They  taped  that  and  sent  it  to 
NBC.  We  were  so  emotionally  in¬ 
volved  at  the  end  we  hugged  each 
ther  ...  It  was  good. 

“That  was  the  last  thing  I  did 
there.  They  sent  me  up  upstairs 
and  I  fell  asleep  on  the  floor.  Lat¬ 
er  Mr.  Miller  came  up.  That’s 
when  he  told  me  I  had  the  part. 
The  whole  time  he  was  blunt- 
right  to  the  point,  but  yet  he  was 

WHEN  WILL  YOU  START 
REHEARSALS  AND  FILMING? 
HOW  LONG  WILL  IT  TAKE? 

“I  need  to  be  there  the  end  of 
January  for  a  week  of  rehearsals, 
and  costume  fitting.  After  that 
week  is  over  they  start  filming  the 
first  part  of  the  film,  the  last, 
and  then  the  other  characters  ex¬ 
cept  .  for  myself.  That  will  take 
about  3  weeks  during  which  time 
I’ll  be  working  out.  They  want  me 
to  broaden  my  shoulders,  strength¬ 
en  my  arms,  and  firm  up  my 
chest.  They  want  me  to  learn  the 
script,  have  a  coach— whatever  I 
need  to  get  the  script  down  good 
and  look  the  part.  At  the  end  of 
those  three  weeks  is  when  the  real 
work  begins.  We  will  go  to  North¬ 
ern  California  where  the  story 
originally  took  place,  and  work  up 
there  a  month  or  a  little  over  that, 
so  in  all  it  will  take  about  two 
months. 

WHAT  KIND  OF  STUNTS 
WILL  YOU  BE  EXPECTED  TO 
PERFORM? 

“Mostly  running— from  a  bear  or 
whatever,  trying  not  to  drown  in  a 
river,  and  getting  my  nose  and  my 
ears  pierced— I’m  not  sure  how 
they’re  going  to  do  that.  He  kills 

little  animal  noises.  Falling  in  love 
with  a  first  cousin  might  be  a 


“Getting  Married” 

SOMETHING  ELSE  OF  AS 
MUCH,  IF  NOT  MORE,  MAGNI¬ 
TUDE  IS  ALSO  HAPPENING  TO 
YOU  THIS  WEEK. 

“Yeah,  Roxanne.  We’re  getting 
married  this  Friday  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple.” 

(Roxanne  McClarren  is  from  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  She’s  a  20-year-old 
junior  majoring  in  dance.) 

HOW  DOES  SHE  FEEL 
ABOUT  ALL  OF  THIS? 

“She’s  pretty  excited.  She  wants 
to  go  to  California,  and  she  kinda 
wants  to  get  out  of  school  for  a 
little  break.  She’s  the  one  that 
drug  me  down  to  the  audition.” 

HOW  DO  YOU  THINK  THIS 
WILL  AFFECT  YOUR  RELA¬ 
TIONSHIP? 

“As  far  as  our  private  life  is 
concerned  we’re  going  to  have  to 
share  it  quite  a  bit.  While  I’m 
working,  the  way  the  directors 
and  producers  make  it  sound.  I’ll 
be  working  pretty  hard,  and  most 
of  the  time,  when  I’ll  be  on  set  or 
on  location,  she  may  not  be  able 
to  go.  But  I’ll  get  to  see  her  every 


‘It’s  Within  Us” 


WHAT  KIND  OF  ADVICE  OR 
WORDS  OF  ENCOUR¬ 
AGEMENT  DO  YOU  HAVE 
FOR  OTHER  POTENTIAL  IN¬ 
DIAN  ACTORS  AND  AC¬ 
TRESSES  HERE  AT  B.Y.U.? 

“I’ve  learned  that  it’s  within  us. 
If  you  try  and  do  something  that 
you  don’t  know  anything  about 
you’ll  learn  more.  I  think  it’s 
really  important,  especially  to  the 
individual,  if  he  or  she  went  out 
and  did  something  out  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary.  If  the  opportunity  comes  up 
to  dance— dance!  Lamanite  Gener¬ 
ation  was  a  good  opportunity.  (Joe 
and  Roxanne  were  both  per¬ 
formers  with  the  group  and  were 
members  of  the  cast  that  toured 
throughout  Canada  last  summer.) 
“You  learn  by  doing.  If  you  don’t 
‘do’  you  don’t  learn.  Janie  Thomp- 

always  showed  a  lot  of  faith  in 


WHAT  WORDS  OF  WIS¬ 
DOM’  DO  YOU  HAVE  TO  OF¬ 
FER  OTHER  ENGAGED 
COUPLES  OR  THOSE  WHO 
ARE  HOPEFUL  ? 

“I  know,  and  Roxanne  knows 
that  it’s  been  hard  for  us.  If  you 
do  decide  to  get  together,  do  it 
with  respect  to  the  Lord.” 

(Joe  expressed  his  strong  belief 
•that  members  of  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
have  a  special  responsibility  to  de¬ 
vote  all  their  time,  talents,  and 
energy  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
‘kingdom’.) 

“Those  who  are  privileged  to 
enter  the  temple  and  receive  the 
blessings  that  are  there,  covenant 
to  do  this.  Last  time  I  attended,  I 
realized  more  than  ever  before 
that  it’s  also  our  responsibility  to 
explore  and  find  a  way  to  develop 
our  talents.  We  can  do  whatever 
we  want  to  do.  We  can  become 
whatever  we  want  to  become.  It’s 


Former  Miss  Indian  BYU,  Rosie  Charley  gives  the  crown  to  the  new  Miss 
Indian  BYU  1978-79. 


Bro.  Tuttle  speaks  at  the  fireside. 


William  Canty,  the  first  Indian  Patriarch 
of  the  LDS  church  speaks  at  banquet. 


INDIAN 
WEEK 
1978 


Participant  of  Pow-Wow. 


observing  displays. 


Ray  Lewis  sings  in  Talent  Show. 


Dennis  Zoteigh  does  Eagle  Dan 


1  Lamanite  Generation  perfon 


Steve  Luna,  a  performer  of  Lamanite  Generation  sings  a  song  he  composed. 


Gracie  Welch,  Miss  Indian  America  1977-78  escorted  hy  Hen¬ 
ry  Nakai. 


.Memhcrs  of  OO-NA-LE,  participate  i 


Shirley  Tsosie  show's  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  Indian  Week  Activi- 
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Former  B YU  Student  Miss  Indian  America  XXIV 

attains  Stardom  Speaks  at  “Y”  Indian  Week 


Students  learn  Genealogy 


Outstanding  Students 


Sister  Marne  Tuttle  Seminary  Students  Visit 

Speaks  at  TMF  Fireside  Campus  For  Indian  Week 
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TMF  Wins  Championship 


